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SCOPE AND CONTENT 
 
     The papers of the Tennessee American Revolution Bicentennial Commission 
document the procedure and activities Tennesseans observed to celebrate the two 
hundredth anniversary of the American Revolution.  Tennessee, then a part of North 
Carolina, was not the scene of a single battle or skirmish because its geographical 
location placed it outside the main theaters of the war.  Tennesseans, however, did 
participate in the Battle of Kings Mountain, South Carolina where a force of troops loyal 
to the Crown was decisively defeated. 
     Created by an act of the General Assembly in 1971 (Chapter 212, Senate Bill 606) the 
Commission consisted by twenty one citizens.  Five (5) persons served as ex-officio 
members representing five (5) historical societies of the state while the other sixteen (16) 
members were appointed, eight (8) by the Governor and four (4) each by the Speaker of 
the House of the General Assembly. 
     Activities of the Commission were concentrated in three main areas; Heritage, a 
program whereby all ethnic groups of Tennesseans were urged to re-examine their 
origins, values, and the meaning of America; Festival, a call to all Tennessee’s citizens to 
celebrate the two hundred years of American Freedom; Horizons, a summons to 
communities to undertake at least one principal project to improve the quality of 
community life.  Other functions of the Commission were to serve as an advisory group 
and a clearinghouse to local Commissions in the solicitation of grants, Federal and State 
funds, for community projects. 
     The bulk of the records is correspondence dated mainly from 1971 to 1976.  The 
correspondence is arranged by subject in chronological order.  Of particular interest is the 
number and scope of local projects funded and completed during the Commission’s 
lifetime.  Other types of records include bulletins, minutes, news releases, and published 
material relating to the Revolutionary War. 
     A subject index has been completed for the research. 
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1  Long Island Flats Pageant     1975 
2  Loudon Choral Society     1975 
3  Montgomery Bell Academy National Debates  1976 
4  Madison County Festival     1975 
5  Maury County-Wide Participation Program   1975 
6  Maury County Headquarters     1975 
7  Memphis Day of Prayer     1975 
8  Memphis Heritage      1975 
9  Memphis International Festival    1975 
10  Memphis Radio Program     1975 
11  Overton High School: National Bicentennial Debates 1975 
12  Nashville Public Library Children’s Play   1975 
13  Old Fort Marr       1975 
14  Upper East Tennessee Regional Bicentennial  1973 



15  Overton County Festival     1975 
16  Perry County Fair      1975 
17  Revolutionary Period Fashion Show    1975 
 
Box 59 
1  Ridgley Library      1975 
2  Robertson County Oral History    1975 
3  Rutherford County Essay Contest    1975 
4  Rutherford County Squaredance    1975 
5  Scott County Markers      1975 
6  Springfield Music and Drama     1975 
7  Sumner County Daughters of the American Revolution 1975 
   Cemetery Restoration 
8  Tennessee Association of Realtors    1975 
9  Tennessee Historical Society Article Contest   1975 
10  Tennessee State Museum Sevier Pistol   1975 
11  American Issues Forum     1975 
12  Tennessee State Library Acquisitions    1977 
13  Union County Monument     1976 
14  University of Tennessee Symposium    1975 
15  University of Tennessee “Between the Rivers”  1975 
16  Vanderbilt University Lecture Series    1975 
17  Volunteer Recognition Fund     1975 
18  Volunteer State Community College    1976 
19  White County Concert     1975 
20  White County Double Eagle     1975 
21  Robert Young Cabin      1975 
22  Tennessee State University Dramatic Touring Group 1975 
23  University of Tennessee, School of Architecture  1973 
24  Nancy Ward Tomb Restoration    1975 
25  We the People: Our Bill of Rights    1975 
26  Warf and Flatboat      1975 
27  Cannonsburgh       1975 
 
Box 60 
1  History of Roane County 
2  Chestnut Grove School Restoration 
3  History Along the Big South Fork 
4  200 Places to seen in Knox County 
5  Industry in Knoxville, 20th Century 
6  Knoxville Yesteryear II 
7  Tennessee Bicentennial Ballet Project 
8  Pictorial History of Morgan County 



9  History of Oliver Springs 
10  Monument of Roane County 
11  Denmark Presbyterian Church Restoration 
12  Terrazo Map of Unicoi County 
13  Old Timer’s Day Celebration 
14  Pioneer Village USA 
15  History of Washington County 
16  Doak’s Log College Reconstruction 
17  Historic Preservation Conference 
18  “Land of Hope and Glory” 
19  Community Production of “1776” 
20  Land of Hope and Glory 
21  Bicentennial Spotlight on Women 
22  Breeze Hill 
23  Cumberland Mountain Folklore 
24  Display the Flag 
25  Helenwood Community Club Repair 
26  Henryville Community Club Mini-Park 
27  Scott County Marker 
28  Wayne County Historical Society Project 
29  Samuel Wear Cemetery Restoration 
30  Memphis Historic Heritage Project 
31  Church Women Then and Now 
32  Jefferson City Beautification 
33  Clio’s Bicentennial Treasures 
34  Historic Dandridge, Tennessee 
35  Jefferson County Inaugural Program 
36  Crockett Tavern Museum Expansions 
37  Maryville Tree Plantings 
38  Newport-Cocke County Heritage-Horizons Educational Opportunity 
39  Maryville Arts and Crafts Festival 
40  “Spirit of ‘76”-Projections 
41  Memphis ‘76 
42  Nashville University Center International Program 
43  Del Rio Depot 
44  Bicentennial Youth Debates 
45  Columbia Arts Center Renovation 
46  Tennessee’s Natural Heritage 
47  Centennial/Bicentennial Festival 
 
 



Box 61 
1  Gibson County July 4th

2  Martin Luther King Memorial 
3  Clinton Open Space Project 
4  Wilson County “Music Man” 
5  Cloyd’s Cumberland Presbyterian Picnic 
6  Polly Crockett Gravesite Restoration 
7  Bicentennial Historical Roundtable 
8  Bicentennial in Many Languages 
9  Bicentennial Opera: The Tennessee Witch 
10  Warren County Historical Society Project 
11  History of Polk County 
12  Putnam County Historical Sites 
13  Rhea County Historical Display 
14  Paris July 4th Picnic 
15  Henry County Courthouse Square Mini-Park Plaza 
16  Information Kiosks and Tour Center 
17  Bicentennial Festival 
18  Tennessee Arts and Crafts Show 
19  Howard School Bicentennial Prints 
20  Brainherd Mission Site for Cherokee Indians 
21  England to Tennessee 
22  Cleveland Public Library Historical Room and Renovation 
23  Cumberland County Bicentennial Committee Festival Project 
24  History of DeKalb County 
25  Chattanooga Luv-a-Plug Contest 
26  “From 1776 to 2076” 
27  Polk County Library-Museum Project 
28  Rocky Mount Conservation of Historic Objects 
29  Sam Davis Play 
30  Nashville Heritage Photo Collection 
31  History of Bradley County 
32  Jackson County Historic Records Preservation 
33  Old Harmony Cemetery Restoration 
34  Middle Tennessee State University Lecture Series 
35  Madison County Parade 
36  Tennessee Folk Festival Association 
37  Union City Kiwanis Park 
38  History of Bristol YMCA 
39  Inauguration of George Washington 
40  Knoxville Yesteryear II 
41  Grundy County’s “Save the Sail” 



42  Dickson County Monument to Revolutionary War Soldiers Buried in the  
   County 
43  AZALEA TRAILS 
44  America: Now and Then 
45  Freedom Town, USA 1776 
46  “Big Birthday” July 3rd & 4th

 
Box 62 
1  Civil Engineering History of Middle Tennessee 
2  Benton County Revolutionary War Plaque 
3  Festival of American Dance 
4  Loudon County Historical Markers 
5  Tennessee State University Public Information Center 
6  Capitol Hill Community Club Beautification 
7  Scott County Oral History 
8  Maury County Lasting Memorial 
9  Mount Pleasant High School Participation 
10  Scott County Senior Citizens Festival 
11  Christmas in the Colonies 
12  History of Scott County 
13  Pine Hill Community Club Beautification 
14  Scott County Historical Pageant 
15  Black Heritage 
16  Life and Liberty 
17  Frontier Living Exhibit 
18  Log House Museum 
19  Meharry Health Conference 
20  Focus: America, 200 Years 
21  Sequatchie Valley Mining Memorabilia 
22  Buffalo Community Center 
24  Bicentennial Essay Contest 
25  Books Americana 
25  Knoxville Vocational Educational Week 
27  Mount Pleasant Monument Beautification 
28  “200 plus 25” K thru 12 in Tennessee 
29  October Fest 
30  Legacy in Steel 
31  Tennessee Through the Years 
32  Tiptonville Public Library Addition 
33  Anderson County Microfilmed Courthouse Records Purchase 
34  Heritage ‘76 
35  History of Memphis and Shelby County 
36  Sculpture of Oak Ridge Civic Center 



37  German House Restoration 
38  Hickman County Microfilmed Records Purchase 
39  Replica of First Courthouse of Lawrence County 
40  Thirty Minute Movie Depicting Historic Sites 
41  Lewis County Beautification 
42  Re-creation of Old Swiss Band 
43  Historical Miniature and Markers 
44  Lewis County Time Capsule 
45  Lewis County Historical Mural 
46  Lewis County Antique and Arts Display 
47  Lewis County Pictorial History 
 
Box 63 
1  WELCOME TO CLARKSVILLE 
2  Colonel Valentine Sevier Historical Marker 
3  Perry County Historical Marker 
4  Perry County Bicentennial Pageant 
5  Perry County Bicentennial Parade 
6  Perry County Picnic 
7  Robertson County Schools Bicentennial 
8  Taylors Chapel “One-Room School” 
9  Historical Markers 
10  Madison County Bicentennial Festival 
11  Raleigh Trails Historic Markings Project 
12  Mount McKinley Expedition 
13  Memphis Modern Civic Clubs: Heritage and Horizons 
14  Aviations-Past-Present and Future 
15  Tenth National AAU Junior Olympic Mulitsports Championship 
16  Norris Little Theater Revival 
17  “Canonsburgh” A Living Museum 
18  Interhigh Bicentennial Newsletter 
19  University of Tennessee Festival of Learning 
20  Appalachian Video Project 
21  Meharry National Health Care Symposium 
22  Victorian Village Audio-Visual 
23  Scott County Mural 
24  Nashville Children’s Theater 
25  Hamilton County Independence Day Festival 
26  Maryville Fife and Drum Corps 
27  Maryville Town Meetings 
28  New Jersey Historical Commission Newsletter 
29  Kansas American Revolution Bicentennial Commission 
30  Maine State American Revolution Bicentennial Commission 



31  American Association of State and Local History News 
32  Washington State American Revolution Bicentennial Commission 
33  South Dakota Bicentennial Newsletter 
 
Box 64 
1  Vermont Bicentennial Commission 
2  New Hampshire and Vermont Bicentennial Commission 
3  The Bicentennial Musical Celebration 
4  Craftsmanship, A Tradition in Black America 
5  The Bicentennial in Ohio 
6  Michigan Bicentennial Memories 
7  Women Involved: A Bicentennial Report 
8  Index of Bicentennial Activities 
 
Box 65 
1  Master Register of Bicentennial Projects 
2  Books for the Bicentennial 
3  Northeastern Heroines of the American Revolution 
4  Forgotten Heroes of the American Revolution 
5  Indian Legends of the Southeastern Mountains 
6  Revolutionary Era Clothing 
7  New England Heroines of Colonial Days 
8  Labor and the Bicentennial 
9  Montgomery Ward Planning Guide 
10  Bicentennial Transportation Study 
11  Genealogical Reference Books: Revolutionary War 
12  United States Marine Corps: Our Flag 
13  Historic Places of the American Revolution 
14  The Boston Ras Party 
15  Liberty and Learning 
16  The National Bicentennial Internship Program 
17  Happy Birthday America Cookbook 
 
Box 66 
1  Hawaii Bicentennial Commission Final Report 
2  From Muskets to Missiles 
3  Religious Freedom in America 
4  Our American Heritage 
5  Tennessee Calendar of Bicentennial Events 
6  Benjamin Franklin Day 
7  A Historical Sketch of Wilson County 
8  Old Hickory Review 
9  Murray Cycle 



10  Hawkins County Bicentennial Celebration 
11  Jefferson County Heritage 
12  Cocke County: A Thumbnail Sketch 
13  Our Ancestors were Engineers 
14  Knoxville Yesteryear II 
15  History of Lake City, Tennessee 
16  The Early Years of Bays Mountain in Sullivan County 
17  Tennessee Poets Honor the 200th Birthday 
 
Box 67 
1  The Historic Lawrenceburg Region 
2  John Donelson’s Journal of 1779-1780 
3  Bicentennial Poem for Tennessee 
4  South Pittsburgh, Tn. ‘76 
5  Bicentennial Celebration in Tn. High Schools 
6  The Black Tennessean 
7  Memphis Bicentennial 
8  History of Summertown, Tn. 
9  Jonesboro, Historic District Town 
10  Jonesboro, Tennessee’s First Town 
11  Historic Jonesboro 
 
Box 68 
1  Henry County: Pen Sketches 
2  Loudon County Medical Doctors 
3  Revolutionary ERA Clothes 

 
 
 
 
 



SUBJECT INDEX 
 
Type Record    Subject    Box & Folder 
Age of Jackson   Film     15-6 
American Freedom Train  Commemorative Touring Exh. 11-3 
American Revolution Bicentennial Fact Sheet    22-3 
 Commission    
American Revolution Bicentennial Legislative Matters   22-1 
 Commission 
American Revolution Bicentennial Report     22-1 
 Commission 
American Revolution Bicentennial Task Force Report   24-1 
 Commission 
Armed Forces Caravan  Commemorative Touring Exh. 11-4; 47-4 
Battle of Island Flats   Historical Painting   12-2 
Battle of Kings’ Mount.  Film     15-8 
Bicentennial Limited   Commemorative Tour   19-2 
Bicentennial Wagon Train  Commemorative Tour   17-1, 2, 3 
Bicentennial     Trans-America Bike Trail  25-1 
Bill of Rights    Lecture Series    17-4 
Cowan Railroad Museum  Restoration    43-2 
Equally Free    Film     15-7 
Franklin Mint    Commemorative Medal  18-1 
Frigate USS President   Historical Museum   25-11 
Jefferson County   Pageant    43-3 
Jonesboro Days   Festival    57-6 
Kelly, James    Executive Director   35-8 
Lapel Pins    Commemorative   19-1 
Long Island of the Holston  Booklet    13-4 
Meeting House   Historic Sites Preservation  26-3 
Midnight Ride of Paul Revere Play     12-3 
Open House USA   Commemorative Celebration  26-4 
Overmountain People   Film     15-4; 43-1 
Pioneer Journey of Nashville  Re-Enactment    12-4 
Seniors Program   Seminar    26-7 
Sixteenth State   Film     15-5 
Slavery on the Tennessee  Booklet    13-1, 2 
 Frontier 
Smithsonian Institution  Exhibits              14-5, 6; 26-8, 9 
Statehood for Tennessee  Booklet    13-3 
Statehood Pictorial Book  Pictorial Booklet   12-5; 19-5 
 



Tennessee American Revolution Annual Reports   10-4, 5 
 Bicentennial Commission 
Tennessee American Revolution Budget Reports   8-5, 7 
 Bicentennial Commission 
 
Tennessee American Revolution Minutes    8-5, 7 
 Bicentennial Commission 
Tennessee During Revolutionary Publication    12-6 
 War 
Tennessee Gazettee   Publication    20-4, 5 
Tennessee Living History  Re-Enactment    27-2 
 Association 
Tennessee Valley Caravan  Commemorative Touring Events 11-4 
THE WATAUGANS   Booklet    13-5 
 
 
Addendum: 
A film made for the Tennessee American Revolution Bicentennial Commission by CBS 
entitled “On the Road-Tennessee” is located in the TSLA vault at range IX, shelf 2. 
  


